TO CHRIST WE MUST GO





Matt. 11: 28-30


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”


Acts 4:12


“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”








INTRODUCTION:


A.	Our text stresses the importance of going to Christ. First, we have the great invitation from Christ. He invites all who labor under the burden of sin to come to Him for rest. Next, Peter states that we have no salvation without Christ.


B.	Without Christ we are lost and without any hope. Christ is the answer for all of our problems. Once we recognize this fact, then we can come to Him for the help that we need.


C.	There are three important ways that we must go to Christ. These ways illustrate our great need for Christ. They are:


1.	Christ as our Mediator.


2.	Christ as our Advocate.


3.	Christ as our Intercessor.








I	WE MUST GO TO CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS OUR MEDIATOR


A.	The word for mediator is “mesites.” According to Thayer, p. 401 it means:


“One who intervenes between two, either in order to make or restore peace and friendship, or to form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant; a medium of communication, arbitrator, ... i.e. every mediator, whoever acts as mediator, does not belong to one party but to two or more, Gal. 3:20. Used of Moses, as one who brought the commands of God to the people of Israel and acted as mediator with God on behalf of the people ... Christ is call mesites theou kai anthropon, since he interposed by his death and restored the harmony between God and man which human sin had broken, 1 Tim 2:5; also mesites diathekes, Heb 8:6; 9:15; 12:24.”


B.	From this definition, we can say that a mediator is a go between. They are someone who intervenes between two or more opposing parties in a dispute. The mediator has to do three things:


1.	They first must determine what separates the two parties. What is it that prevents them from coming together.


2.	They then must remove that obstacle. By removing the obstacle, then a way can be made for reconciliation.


3.	Finally, they must devise a covenant or agreement by which all parties might work with.


C.	To Christ we must go, because He is the only mediator between God and man.


1.	This mediatorship was not one sided, rather it was to bring God and man together. It was for the good of both.


Gal 3:19-20   “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.”


2.	Before the world was created, this scheme for our salvation was established.


Eph 1:3-7   “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;”


3.	There is only one mediator - Christ.


1 Tim 2:5   “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”


D.	Christ fulfilled all three of these functions as a mediator.


1.	Christ recognized that sin was the great separator between God and man. As long as sin exist within man, there cannot be any fellowship with God.


Isaiah 59:2   “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”


Eph 2:5   “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”


2.	Christ died on the cross in order to remove the barrier of sin that existed between God and man. His sacrifice was to remove that barrier.


1 Cor 15:3   “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.”


Gal 1:4   “Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father.”


Heb 1:3   “... when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”


3.	Christ, by His death, sealed the New Covenant, which is the agreement that God made with man by which we can have fellowship with Him.


Heb 8:6   “But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.”


Heb 12:24   “And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, ...”


E.	We must go to Christ as our mediator because only He can reconcile us to God. For, indeed, His mission as mediator was that of reconciliation.


1.	BY JESUS CHRIST WE ARE RECONCILED TO GOD. The Apostles had the task of preaching that Christ was the means by which we are reconciled to God


2 Cor 5:18-19   “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”


2.	BY THE DEATH OF CHRIST WE ARE RECONCILED TO GOD. We are reconciled to God by the death of Christ.


Rom 5:10   “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”


3.	BY ONE BODY AND THE CROSS ARE WE RECONCILED TO CHRIST. Christ made it possible for all men to be reconciled to God, not just the nation of Israel.


Eph 2:16   “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”


4.	BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ARE WE RECONCILED TO GOD. Only by the blood of Christ can any be reconciled to God.


Col 1:20-21   “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.”


5.	ONLY BY BECOMING HUMAN COULD CHRIST RECONCILE US TO GOD.


Heb 2:17   “Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”








II	WE MUST GO TO CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS OUR ADVOCATE


A.	The word “advocate” only appears once in our English translation in this form. It is also translated “comforter” in other places. It is the Greek word “parakletos”, and Thayer defines on page 483:


“prop. summoned, called to one's side, esp. called to one's aid; hence 1. one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant; an advocate ... 2. univ. one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor: ... so of Christ, in his exaltation at God right hand, pleading with God the Father for the pardon of our sins, 1 John 2:1 ... 3. in the widest sense, a helper, succorer, aider, assistant; so of the Holy Spirit ...”


B.	From the definition of the word “advocate” we can conclude that it refers to someone who stands alone side another to defend their case before a judge. In our situation, the Judge is God the Father and our advocate before God is Christ, the Son of God.


1.	Before someone can defend you before a judge, you must be willing to tell that person all the truth about your case. If you are not truthful, then they cannot defend you.


2.	Knowing the truth, then the defender, or advocate, can approach the judge and plead for you.


C.	Because this word is used both of Christ and the Holy Spirit, we need to understand the court in which each performs their advocacy.


1.	The Holy Spirit is an advocate or comforter before the world. His duty is to present God's case before the world.


John 16:7-11   “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.”


2.	Christ, however, stands before God to plead our case before Him. He is our advocate in Heaven.


D.	We must go to Christ as our advocate, because we are guilty of sin, and cannot defend ourselves before God. Before Christ can be our advocate, we must acknowledge our guilty state before Him, and be willing to obey His every word.


Rom 3:23   “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”


Rom 5:12,   “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”


Rom 5:14   “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”


Rom 6:23   “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”


E.	To Christ we must go because He provided the covering for our sins, or the propitiation for our sins. This is how He advocates for us. As our Advocate, Christ stands between us and God. God sees Christ first, and it is the blood of Christ that covers or hides our sins from God.


1.	First, He is the propitiation for our past sins.


Rom 3:25   “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.”


a.	We can only obtain this advocacy when we obey the gospel.


b.	This, then, forgives us of all of our past sins. They are forgiven and forgotten by God.


2.	Christ also is our advocate for future sins.


1 John 2:2   “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”


3.	Christ pleads for us, not that we are innocent or victims of extenuating circumstances, but on our behalf he provides the sacrifice of Himself for our sins. We thereby obtain mercy, and when we obey Him, He will be our advocate before God.


F.	Christ is our only advocate. When we sin, as Christians, then we can go to Him and He will plead our cause before God.


1 John 2:1   “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”








III	WE MUST GO TO CHRIST BECAUSE HE IS OUR INTERCESSOR


A.	The word for “intercessor” or “intercession” is the Greek word “entunchano”, and Thayer defines on page 219:


“2. to go to or meet a person, esp. for the purpose of conversation, consultation, or supplication, gen. of person, for the purpose of consulting about a person, Acts 25:24; ... to made intercession for any one ... Rom. 8:27, 34; Heb. 7:25 ...”


B.	From the way this word is defined and used in the Bible, we can understand that the one who intercedes for another, must possess some knowledge of that individual and their circumstances. They must have had a similar experience. Because of this, they can plead the case of that person in a better way. This is like the lawyer who can better defend their client if they have had a similar experience. The one who intercedes will possess an understanding of both sides of the situation.


C.	Christ is our only true intercessor before God. He is our intercessor because He was both divine and human.


Heb 2:14-18   “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.”


Heb 4:14-16   “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”


D.	We must go to Christ because He is our only intercessor.


1.	We learn this, first, from the prophet Isaiah.


Isaiah 53:12   “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”


2.	One of the duties of Christ, as He reigns on God's right hand, is to be our intercessor.


Rom 8:34   “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”


3.	Some believe that the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us. But, knowing the conditions of an intercessor, we realize that the Holy Spirit was never human, therefore could not know what the heart of man really feels. Also, the Holy Spirit is upon this Earth, not in Heaven.


Rom 8:26-27   “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.


a.	In verse 27 we know that it is Christ who searches the heart. This can be seen by:


Rev 2:23   “And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.”


b.	“THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT” is the mind of our spirit, not that of the Holy Spirit. Christ searches our hearts, and He knows what we are trying to convey by our groanings.


c.	“Maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God” has reference to the work of Christ on God's right hand.


Heb 7:25   “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”


4.	To Christ we must go for our intercessor, because no one can come before God except through Christ.


John 14:6   “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”








CONCLUSION


A.	We must go to Christ for all of these reasons. Without Christ, we cannot expect to be saved nor to have one who can plead for our cause.


B.	We must recognize that it will be Christ's words that will judge us in the last day.


�
John 12:44-48   “Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”


C.	We do not obey the gospel, and go to Christ for our salvation, then we only have destruction to look forward to.


2 Thess 1:8   “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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