THE DEATH OF CHRIST


John 10:17-18 


   “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.”








INTRODUCTION


A.	The death of Christ is the central theme of the Christian religion. Without the death of Christ, the Christian has no basis for their faith.


B.	We do not have enough teaching on the death of Christ. We know so very little about the death of Christ upon the cross. We need to know and realize that the death of Christ is the source of our spiritual life. Without that death, we would not be in possession of eternal life.


C.	But, it is not just that Christ died upon the cross, it was the way that He died. Christ died as no other man has ever died. This is what makes the death of Christ so significant.


D.	We can sum up the way Christ died by four expressions:


1.	Christ died a natural death,


2.	Christ died an unreasonable death,


3.	Christ died a preternatural death, and


4.	Christ died a supernatural death.








I	CHRIST DIED A NATURAL DEATH


A.	When we say that Christ died naturally, we mean that He died.


1.	There are those who believe that Christ did not really die upon the cross.


a.	Some believe that the man Jesus died, but that Christ did not die.


b.	Others believe that Christ merely swooned upon the cross.


2.	There are many books that have been written that attempt to discredit the actuality of Christ's death upon the cross. They attempt to prove that it was all a hoax.


B.	Christ died naturally. He was human in nature, and he had to die, just as all humans have to die.


1.	It is appointed for all humans to die.


Heb 9:27   “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”


2.	Christ possessed humanity because He was born of a woman.


Gal 4:4-5   “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 


3.	Christ took upon Himself the fulness of humanity.


a.	This is the main point of Hebrews chapter two:


Heb 2:9-10   “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” 


Heb 2:14-18   “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” 


b.	Although He possessed deity, He was willing to take upon himself humanity.


Phil 2:6-8   “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 


c.	We can see this by the very fact that Christ faced temptations. If He could not be tempted, then He could not have been tempted. (cf. Matt 4:1-11)


C.	With His humanity, Christ was also in possession of His deity. This made him the perfect sacrifice for our sins.


John 1:1-5   “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” 


D.	To say that Christ did not die as all men must die is to void the purpose of his life. Without this death, we would not be in possession of our salvation.








II	CHRIST DIED AN UNREASONABLE DEATH


A.	By unreasonable, we mean that Christ did not die as a result of sins. He did not possess any sin, therefore he was unworthy of death.


1 Pet 2:22   “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:” 


1 John 3:5   “And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” 


B.	Christ died for our sins. He became the sin sacrifice for us.


2 Cor 5:21   “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 


C.	Christ died unreasonably because he was not guilty of any crime worthy of death. Yet, he took our place in death. For we were guilty of sin. He became the sacrifice for our sins, thus making a way for our salvation.








III	CHRIST DIED A PRETERNATURAL DEATH


A.	By preternatural we mean that the death of Christ was ordained by God from the beginning. His death was set forth throughout the scriptures.


B.	Christ was the lamb slain from the foundation of the world.


Rev 13:8   “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 


C.	The major emphasis of the Old Testament is that one would come and die for all.


1.	From the first sin we have this message.


Gen 3:15   “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 


2.	From the foundation of the world this was establish, but it did not come to reality until the last times.


1 Pet 1:19-20   “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,” 


3.	This theme is repeated often in the Old Testament, but in Psalms and Isaiah we find the most references to the death of Christ.


D.	This was the divine pattern and plan of God. Only through the death of Christ can we find salvation.


Eph 1:3-7   “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” 








IV	CHRIST DIED A SUPER-NATURAL DEATH


A.	By super-natural I mean that Christ died as no other human being had died before or after him. No man took the life of Christ, rather he gave his life willingly. Later he brought life back into his body.


John 10:17-18   “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.” 


1.	We shall examine some ways in which Christ died as no other man has ever died.


2.	As we review these ways, we shall learn that in his death, Christ was manifesting himself as the Son of God.


B.	Christ LAID DOWN HIS LIFE.


1.	Christ was not powerless over his life. As we have just noted, no man could take his life from him. He would willingly give his life.


2.	We can see this clearly by the events surrounding his arrest.


John 18:3-9   “Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.” 


a.	He was not afraid of death.


b.	He was lead of them, not driven. He was as a lamb that is lead to the slaughter.


3.	Christ was in control of the situation. He could have left at any time he so chose.


Mat 26:53   “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” 


a.	He could have called 72,000 angels to come to his rescue, if he had so desired.


b.	One angel would have been more than enough to have taken care of that situation. We want to consider the power of one angel.


(1)	When David sinned by numbering Israel, God gave him three choices for punishment. What he chose was three days pestilence from an avenging angel.


2 Sam 24:15   “So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand men.” 


(2)	In these three days, this one angel destroyed 70,000. This means that it would have taken those 12 legions of angels just 1/20 of a second to destroy those who had come out to take Christ by force.


4.	Even Pilate did not have power over Christ.


John 19:10-11   “Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.”


C.	Christ cried with A LOUD VOICE.


Mat 27:46   “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 


1.	This text shows that Christ still possessed his strength. Death had not brought him into a state of powerlessness.


2.	The position that one is in when crucified prevents them from breathing properly. If they talked, they did so in hushed whispers. Not loudly.


3.	Christ was still master of himself. Death could not conquer him, rather he was yielding himself to the death upon the cross.


4.	Normal men would have succumbed to the rigors of this death. Not Christ!


D.	Christ possessed a CLEAR MIND, aware of all God's commandments to the end.


John 19:28   “After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 


1.	We see our Lord being conscious of all the prophecies that had to be fulfilled by his death. He mentally was checking them off - one by one. There was still one to be completed before he could die. 


Psa 69:21   “They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” 


2.	Christ did not drink the wine mingled with gall as they were crucifying him. If he had, this would have clouded his mind, preventing him from being able to clearly think.


E.	Christ bowed his head.


John 19:30   “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.” 


1.	Normally, when crucified, the head would hang helplessly. It would require great determination and strength to lift the head. Once lifted, it would then fall uncontrolled back to its former position.


2.	This text teaches us that Christ consciously, calmly and reverently bowed his head and died.


3.	When the Roman Centurion saw this, he witnessed to this unusual event.


Mat 27:54   “Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.” 


F.	Christ yielded up his spirit, he died upon his own terms.


Luke 23:46   “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.” 


1.	Man had not taken the life of our Lord. No, he willingly and purposefully gave up his spirit in death.


2.	We can contrast what our Lord did to what Stephen did.


Acts 7:59   “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 


a.	Stephen ask that the Lord take his spirit.


b.	Christ gave his spirit into the hands of the Father.


G.	Christ died too soon upon the cross.


John 19:31-33   “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:” 


1.	Crucifixion was not intended to take the life of its victim quickly. It was designed to be a very slow, painful death, taking as much as two or more days.


2.	Pilate demanded proof that Christ had died.


Mark 15:44-45   “And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead. 45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.” 


H.	The renting of the veil in the temple and other events prove that Christ died as no other. These events have never been repeated at the death of anyone else in all history.


Mat 27:51-52   “And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,” 


1.	The renting of the veil showed that the way had now been made for our salvation.


2.	There was a great darkness that covered the land.


3.	The earthquakes were as if the whole center of the world was moaning.


4.	The opening of the graves and the casting out of the bodies must have been frightening.








CONCLUSION


	With all of this evidence, who can deny the great power of Christ and his resurrection? Who can deny the Christ? Do you want to serve this Christ, who three days later rose victorious from the grave?
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