THE RESURRECTION!





1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (NKJV)


But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.








INTRODUCTION:


A.	Some had begun to deny that there would be a resurrection. They reasoned that because some had died, then there could not be any resurrection of the dead.


B.	In the first part of this chapter, Paul proved that there was a resurrection. He also proved that there would be a resurrection of the dead. Paul proved this by four things:


1.	The Scriptures were witness of the resurrection of Christ. The Scriptures prophesied that Christ would die, be buried and then be raised again on the third day. Christ fulfilled all of these prophecies.


2.	There were eye witnesses to the resurrection of Christ. Many of those witnesses were still alive when Paul wrote this letter.


3.	Paul was a witness to the power of the resurrection of Christ. Paul witnessed this on his journey to Damascus and the vision of the Lord.


4.	The basic preaching and doctrine of the Church is based upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ. The preaching of Christ also included the hope of a final resurrection of all humanity, on the last day.


C.	If there is no resurrection, which is Paul’s second line of argument, then he concludes:


1 Corinthians 15:19   If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.


1.	If there is no resurrection of the dead, then our lives of sacrifice would be useless.


2.	Paul concludes, that if this is the case, then we just as well eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die. Yet, if this is not the case, then we should live righteously.


3.	Paul proved that there was a resurrection, and he had proved his point well.


D.	Now, Paul is going to prove that there will be a general resurrection. Paul presents five arguments for the general resurrection. We shall include a sixth, which will be the events of the resurrection.


1.	Christ is the Firstfruits of the Resurrection.


2.	Adam brought death, yet Christ brings life by the resurrection.


3.	There will be an order in the resurrection.


4.	Before the resurrection, Christ will rule as King of kings and Lord of lords.


5.	The general resurrection will be THE END.


6.	The events of that day of resurrection are detailed in the scriptures.





I	CHRIST IS THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION


But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (v. 20)


A.	Paul has supplied sufficient proof that Christ had risen from the dead. With this proved, he now approaches the subject of the general resurrection.


B.	His proof lies in the fact that Christ was the FIRSTFRUITS of the dead.


1.	There are several passages of scriptures in the Old Testament that mention the firstfruits (cf. Ex. 23:19; 34:26; Lev. 2:12; 23:10, 17 and many others). Understanding what the Firstfruits means will help us t understand why it is important that Christ was the Firstfruits of the dead.


a.	When the first ripen head of grain from the fields was given in sacrifice to the Lord, this was called the firstfruits. It was called the firstfruits because it was the first of the ripen grain. It signaled the beginning of the harvest.


b.	Whenever there was an offering of firstfruits this implied that God will bless Israel with a grain harvest.


c.	The feast of Firstfruits was a part of the first holy convocation called Passover. The Firstfruits were offered on the Sabbath day during this week long feast. This began the counting of the days towards Pentecost, which was the ending of the grain harvest. This was a period of seven weeks plus one day.


d.	The children of Israel were commanded to always offer the firstfruits of all that they had before God.


2.	Christ is the firstfruits of the Dead. In His death, burial and resurrection we see a picture of the offering of the firstfruits.


a.	Christ was the first to rise from the dead never to die again. This makes Him the firstfruits from the dead.


b.	Because there was a firstfruits from the dead then there will be a harvest of the dead. As the offering of the Firstfruits signaled the harvest, so too, the resurrection of Christ from the dead signaled the fact of a general resurrection of the dead. There would be others who would be participants in a resurrection.


c.	Through the offering of Christ as the firstfruits from the dead, God will bless the fields of souls so that there will be a harvest of souls.


d.	Christ was offered during the Passover, thus fulfilling the design of God in the offering of the firstfruits. By His resurrection that offering was accepted by God.


e.	The feast of Pentecost also had an offering of grain. This offering represented the ending of the harvest. In the end of time, those souls that are resurrected to life represent this final offering.


f.	During our lives, we continually offer the sacrifice of our lives before God.


Romans 12:1-2   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


C.	Christ is the firstfruits of those who are asleep in Him (dead).


Colossians 1:18   And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.


1.	Christ was the first to rise from the dead never to die again. Those who had risen from the dead prior to His resurrection had to die again. No so with Christ. He was the firstborn from the dead.


2.	Because there was a first there shall be a last. The rest of the dead shall arise at the end of time. There will be no such resurrections until then. This will be at the end of the harvesting of the souls by the gospel of Christ.





II	ADAM BROUGH FORTH DEATH – CHRIST BRINGS FORTH LIFE BY THE RESURRECTION


For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. (vs. 21-22)


A.	In Adam all must die. Death is defined as the separation of the spirit from the body. If sin remains, then we shall suffer spiritual death, which is a separation from God.


1.	The cause of physical death is sin. Death is the result of Adam’s sin, not that we inherit his sin, but the consequences of that sin.


Romans 5:12-14   Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned — 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.


Romans 3:23   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.


Romans 6:23   For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


2.	In contrast to Adam, through Christ we obtain eternal life.


Romans 5:17-19   For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.


B.	Paul affirms that became death came by a man, Adam, so life came also by a man, Christ. Christ was both divine and human. His resurrection from the dead provides us with the hope of our resurrection.


Galatians 4:4-5    But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.


Philippians 2:5-7    Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.


C.	All shall be made alive, or experience the resurrection. All shall be resurrected, yet not to the same end.


1.	All that are in the grave shall come forth at the resurrection.


John 5:28-29   “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”


2.	At that time every eye will behold the coming of the Lord.


Revelation 1:7   Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.


3.	There are other passages of scripture that teach that all nations shall stand before God in judgment. The fact we need to understand is that all who ever have lived will stand before God in judgment. None shall be left out!








�
III	BY CHRIST THERE IS AN ORDER TO THE RESURRECTION


But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. (v. 23)


A.	With God there is always a perfect order to all things. Paul says that everything will occur in its own order. The word “order” implies things place in their particular order, or that they occur in a specified order. Remember, this is the order that God set, not man.


B.	Paul then gives this order: Christ was the firstfruits of the resurrection. This was the sacrifice that was offered at the beginning of the harvest. At the end of the harvest another sacrifice was offered. This is the true picture of the resurrection. In the end of the harvest period, our age (the Christian Dispensation), will come the harvest of souls – the resurrection of the dead.


C.	Afterwards – this word means in the order of events: “to denote succession in enumerations—a. together w. indications of chronological sequence.” This strongly implies that there will be only one general resurrection of the dead. That final resurrection will occur at a given time.


1.	Christ speaks of the resurrection of the righteous and unrighteous at the same time (cf. John 5:28-29). He never spoke of the resurrection of the righteous and unrighteous as separate events.


2.	The final resurrection will occur at the second coming of Christ, which is the end of time or the last day.


John 11:23-24   Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”


John 12:48   “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”


3.	The words “last day” cannot refer to days but to a particular day, and that is when Christ comes again.


4.	In all the scriptures there is never any hint of more than one resurrection. It is always one and will include both the righteous and unrighteous.


Matthew 13:49-50   “So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 50 and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”


D.	The resurrection will occur on the LAST DAY. This is the end of this age, or the world. This event marks the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.








IV	TILL THE RESURRECTION CHRIST NOW REIGNS SUPREME


Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. (v. 24)


A.	Christ is now ruling with all power and authority. He does not receive this when He comes the second time, but now is in possession of His throne.


1.	This is mentioned in what we know as the great commission.


Matthew 28:18-20    And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.


2.	Christ possess a name which is above every name – NOW!


Philippians 2:9-11   Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


3.	God has commanded that all the angels of heaven worship Him. This occurred after Christ’s resurrection and ascension into heaven.


Hebrews 1:6    But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.”


a.	The phrase “brings the firstborn into the world” refers to the second time that Christ was brought into the realm of humanity.


b.	This refers to the resurrection of Christ. Literally this phrase means “back into the inhabited.”


B.	Christ is not a King over His Kingdom, now someday will be!


1 Timothy 6:15   Which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords.


Acts 17:7   “Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—Jesus.”


C.	The only being not now under the rulership of Jesus Christ is the Father.


1.	Our text teaches this fact.


1 Corinthians 15:27   For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.


a.	God the Father was the one who gave the Son this position of rule and authority.


b.	God only, then, is excluded from the power and authority of the Son.


2.	We have the example of this type of rulership in the type of Christ pictured in Joseph. Pharaoh had put Joseph in charge over all Egypt. All were to consider Joseph the only authority, except for Pharaoh himself.


Genesis 41:40    “You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”


3.	Only in the throne of God is God the Father greater than the Son.


D.	Christ shall possess this rule and authority for a limited time only. Once the last enemy is destroyed, which is death, then Christ will cease to be ruler over all things.


1 Corinthians 15:24-26    Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.


E.	With all of this evidence regarding the present rulership of Christ, how can anyone still say that Christ is yet to rule? If this is true, then what more could He rule over?








V	WHEN THE RESURRECTION OCCURS THIS WILL BE THE END


Then comes the end. (v. 24)


A.	In most Bibles the word “comes” is shown to be an added word. It is italicized, indicating that it is not in the original Greek text. Translators have supplied this word in an effort to make the text clear. However, in this case, it, perhaps, causes confusion. Some have taken this word to imply that there must be other resurrections.


B.	Literally this text reads: THEN THE END. Considering the previous verses this phrase takes on a greater meaning. We have the coming of Christ, or what we know as the second coming, and then the statement – then the end. When Christ comes the second time, then the resurrection will occur and this will be THE END. End of what? End of time as we know time.


C.	When this event occurs we shall see the words of Christ will have their final fulfillment.


Acts 3:21   “Whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.”








VI	THE EVENTS AT THE END OF TIME OR THE EVENTS OF THE RESURRECTION


A.	Paul describes for us what will occur at the end of time, or the resurrection.


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18    But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.


1.	Because Christ died and rose again from the dead, so we have our hope when we die, and the hope for those who have preceded us in death.


2.	At that time, those who reside in what we know as Paradise will be brought with the Lord when He comes the second time.


3.	Those who will be alive at that time will not go before or after those who are already in the graves. The resurrection will be at one time and simultaneously. 


4.	Those who are alive and dead in Christ will arise up into the air and will be with the Lord for evermore. No hint in these verses that Christ will ever set foot on the earth again.


B.	The purpose for the resurrection:


2 Thessalonians 1:5-10   Which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.


1.	When Christ comes the second time it is also a time of judgment upon all the unrighteous.


2.	Those who know not God are those who never acknowledged God in their lives.


3.	Those who “obey not the gospel” are those who have heard the gospel, but never obeyed that gospel.


4.	Such shall be punished everlastingly. None shall escape the resurrection.


C.	John also describes for us the events of that last day:


Revelation 20:11-15    Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.


1.	This will see the end of all physical things as we know them, such is the meaning of “the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.”


2.	Judgment will include all of the dead, none will be exempt. 


3.	We all will be judged from the book of life by our deeds done in this life.


4.	The second death is when those who are in Hades will be cast into the lake that burns with eternal file. If not found in the book of life, then eternal damnation awaits you.








CONCLUSION:


A.	Just as Christ rose from the grave, so there will be a resurrection of all who have ever lived. Yes, even you will be in the resurrection. This will occur at the last day. Some will rise to life everlasting while others to eternal damnation. Just as long as eternity is for the righteous, so will it be for the unrighteous.


B.	We are encouraged to be like Christ. If we are like Him, then in the resurrection we shall me made like Him.


Romans 6:3-6   Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.


C.	Where will you be on that day? Make plans now to be raised to life eternal with Christ. Obey the gospel that saves.
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